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2021-22 ANNUAL REPORT

Eve Smart, 
GPAG Legacy 

Benefactor

Morning, Bonjour, Tansi;
Thank you for inviting me into your humble abode 

yet again, where we now find ourselves in the depths of 
new economic challenges: a recession. Allow me also 
to extend our hugs to those who have lost loved ones 
near and dear to them; two such community members 
who left us this year were benefactor Joe Peters and 
member artist Donna Balma.

Ongoing challenges of administering a non-profit 
arts organization and hosting a rotating full calendar of 
exhibitions, along with a continuing pandemic have lim-
ited our capacity to host events, fundraise, and connect 
through what was once regular social interactions.

I realize how much work and dedication Christina, 
Ingrid, Del, RoseAnn and all the volunteers put in to 
make the Gallery a success. Running a non-profit orga-
nization sometimes sounds easier than it really is; with 
this in mind I’d like to thank Stewart Stinson for his con-
tinued work and support and Joan Fallis for her ability 
to make sure our numbers are always in the positive. 

RoseAnn Janzen has continued to build on the foun-
dation of our Gift Shop and during a pandemic has 
produced a record year in sales. Great work RoseAnn!

Our 2021/2022 Board of Directors includes Carol 
Carr-Andersson and Carol Doyle as Vice Presidents, 
Joan Fallis as Treasurer, Stewart Stinson as our Cura-
torial Committee Lead, Paula O’Brien as Website 
Developer, Maria Jones, Jesse Tanaka and Jeff Amiel. 
Our thanks go out to all of them for a job well done. 
We continue to look for future directors for the Gallery 
and thank outgoing Director Maria Jones for her time 
and assisting with the development of GPAG’s fund-
raising committee.

Like most non-profit arts organizations, our gallery 
has seen some ups and downs during Covid but our 
popularity as a destination continues to rise. Our 2022 
exhibitions have been extremely popular starting with 
Fabric of Our Lives by Mieke Jay. We were graced with 
exhibitions by Shain Jackson and Amberlie Perkin which 
were well appreciated by our visitors. Our annual mem-
bers’ exhibition, Present Tense will end 2022 on a high! 

The launch of our revitalized Library and new lounge 
was a highlight in 2022. I’d like to extend a big thank you 
to Librarian Janet Ritchey and Jennifer Love for making 
this a reality. Innumerable volunteer hours have gone into 
rendering this art library the best such facility on the Coast.

We are grateful for the extra 
support we’ve received over the 
past several years from the Gov-
ernment of Canada, Sunshine Coast 
Foundation and the Sunshine Coast Credit Union, 
The Audain Foundation, Canada Council for the Arts 
and BC Arts Council. 

Gallery Manager Christina Symons is reaching her 
second anniversary of working for GPAG and has 
been an incredible addition to the administrative team. 
Christina, you continue to make us proud. Our summer 
student Ingrid has now been employed as a part-time 
gallery assistant and she is an asset to all.

The 2023 exhibition year is turning out to be a vibrant 
line up and work continues to attract sponsors who 
are more important to us than ever before. For this we 
are very grateful to you as community members and 
local companies. A special thanks to Derek von Essen 
Creative for gallery graphics including designing our 
Annual Report.

Of course, I’d like to finish off by acknowledging the 
huge contribution made by volunteers at all levels of 
the organization. From board members to wall paint-
ers, from the curatorial committee to our gardener, we 
could not open our doors without you, and we are 
grateful that you have stood by us through this time. 
With your help we look forward to emerging even stron-
ger in the future. 

Our recent artist and member appreciation night was 
a big success and we look forward to the next one. We 
are also grateful to have been voted Sunshine Coast 
People’s Choice Favourite Art Gallery for the second 
year in a row! Outgoing Gibsons Mayor Bill Beamish we 
thank you for your kind generosity to the Gallery and wish 
you the very best in your new home in Haida Gwaii.

Over the next year I will continue to help out, offering 
guidance to all, while working closely with our manager 
and our GPAG volunteers. We would also like to invite 
all artists on the Coast to share their ideas for enhanc-
ing the path forward for GPAG. I look forward to support-
ing the work of the Board for the benefit of all members. 
From our gallery family to yours, I wish you well!

Leslie Thomson
GPAG 
President
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We are grateful to be located on the traditional and unceded territory of Sḵwx̱wú7mesh Úxwumixw (Squamish Nation).
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FINANCIAL UPDATE

The gallery had an interesting and encouraging financial year. 
Stewart Stinson has secured funding grants in the amount of 
$298,000 for special projects which will take place over the next 
two to three years.

We are, once again, most grateful for the wonderful support of 
our many sponsors, including grants from the Town of Gibsons, 
District of Sechelt, the SCRD and the very generous contribution 
from the Sunshine Coast Credit Union to support our programs.

Our Gift Shop, under the dedicated care of RoseAnn Janzen, 
increased sales this year by $7,600 to $36,600. The Gift Shop 
sales, along with sale of art from our regular gallery shows resulted 
in payment to local artists of $38,800.

Our financial statements have been prepared by Nelson Alvarez 
& Company Ltd. Copies are available to all. Please do not hesitate 
to contact me with any questions you may have.

Sincere thanks to our members and hardworking volunteers 
whose efforts make it possible to provide valuable programs and 
services to our community.

Joan Fallis
GPAG Treasurer

GIFT ShOP

Despite wading through another year of Covid, Gift Shop sales 
have remained strong and are up about 8% from last year.

To date our Gift Shop artist list contains 59 names. All of our 
artists are Sunshine Coast residents. Their work includes greeting 
cards, prints, paintings, photographs, pottery, jewellery, sculptures, 
books and many more crafty creations. Please remember us when 
shopping for cards and gifts.

A big thanks to all of those who help with the running of the Gift 
Shop including our gallery manager, Christina Symons, Ingrid 
Hansen, Joan Fallis and Susan Janzen. As well, thanks to all our 
wonderful front desk volunteers who process Gift Shop sales.

The Gibsons Public Art Gallery is a non-profit charity and the 
monies generated by the Gift Shop help to run the gallery. So please 
shop locally, and hopefully in our beautiful Gift Shop. All GPAG 
members now receive a 10% discount on Gift Shop purchases. 
Our local art supply store, The Painted Lady also gives a discount 
to GPAG members. Be sure to join and show your membership 
card for these added benefits.

Thank you for your support!

RoseAnn Janzen 
Gift Shop Manager

Shirley Wiebe’s artist talk (September 2022)

TOTAL VISITS  

SEPTEMBER 2021 
   - AUGUST 2022:  

VISITS FROM SEPTEMBER 2020 - AUGUST 2021: 11,130

VISITS FROM SEPTEMBER 2019 - AUGUST 2020: 13,043
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CURATORIAL COMMITTEE

Last year the Gallery committed to presenting art that is diverse, 
local & extrinsic, pro-Indigenous, and high quality.

Our past year of exhibitions has promoted a wide diversity of 
art and artists from the Sunshine Coast and elsewhere, with two 
Indigenous features (Shain Jackson & Friends in June, and Kamala 
Todd & IM4 Lab in October). The positive feedback we’ve received 
from visitors and participating artists suggests we’re on track with 
our goal of creating a high-quality public art exhibition experience. 
Still, we’re always looking at ways we can improve.

We’ve had amazing success with our recent efforts to attract 
federal and provincial funding! Digital Museums Canada, Canada 
Council for the Arts, & the BC Arts Council are all funding our pro-
posal to create an online guide to Squamish Nation art & culture, 
to be created and curated by Ta na wa Ns7éyx-nitm ta Snew’ íyelh, 
the Squamish Nation department of language and cultural affairs. 
Work on this project will take place over the next two-three years. 
We hope to eventually create an in-person GPAG gallery exhibi-
tion to complement this online project work.

As part of another connected project that GPAG has developed 
with the Town of Gibsons, the Nation will also curate a selection of 
art for inclusion on the recently created Gibsons public art path.

In a third project we have in development, the Canada Council 
for the Arts are funding a Gallery building & property assessment 
and a strategic planning consultant, to work with the wider com-
munity of GPAG members, artists, supporters, the Squamish Nation 
and other stakeholders. The goal of this project is to develop a 
community wide plan for public art for the lower Sunshine Coast, 
with a specific management plan for the Gallery building and clear 
direction for the future management of Curatorial Committee 
issues. This work is timed to take place throughout 2023, our 
20th anniversary.

Stewart Stinson
GPAG Curatorial Committee

FUNDRAISING 

GPAG is a non-profit gallery and thus relies heavily on our members, 
generous sponsors, donors, and grants to keep our doors open and 
provide this first-class gallery space for artists to showcase their work. 

As with all businesses and especially non-profits, the Covid-19 
pandemic has had a continued impact on us. We are so thankful 
to all who support us financially as well as those who support us 
with both their time as volunteers and their skills as our adminis-
trative team. We could not exist without each of you.

We are thrilled that we have been able to return to hosting our 
meet-the-artists events. This is such a great opportunity for our 
guests to connect with the artists, learn about their work and ask 
questions. With the easing of pandemic restrictions we have had 
a private farewell party for a beloved supporter and we have also 
been able to host a members appreciation event to thank our 
members for their support and share our newly updated Library 
and reading lounge.

We appreciate all who came out to support our book sale. 
A big thank you to our gallery manager Christina Symons and 
gallery assistant Ingrid Hansen who spent weeks taking in donated 
books and categorizing them for our sidewalk sale. So many com-
munity members came out to purchase books and the tourists 
passing by had a great time filling a bag with books. 

We will be reaching out to our members, supporters, and the 
public to raise much needed funds on National Giving Tuesday on 
November 29th, 2022. We look forward to your donations to help 
us keep the gallery alive for all to enjoy. Please know that every 
donation is greatly appreciated and any amount helps us to keep 
the lights on and our doors open. We look forward to returning to 
our children and adult classes with funds raised. 

With our 20th Anniversary approaching we are planning for 
2023 with a calendar of events to celebrate the vision of GPAG, the 
story of Eve Smart, and the evolution of GPAG and our contribu-
tions to the community. 

As your public gallery we want to connect and hear your 
thoughts and feedback on programming, events, and fundraising 
ideas. Together we can take GPAG into the next 20 years. 

Carol Carr-Andersson 
Fundraising Committee Chair 

Louise Dee exhibition view (July 2022)

Amberlie Perkin’s artist talk (April 2022)
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SPONSORS 2022

We gratefully acknoWledge generous support from: 

MA

TTHEW KLIEWER

PAINTING

GIBSONS

SPONSORS 2022
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GPAG LIBRARY 

Did you know that GPAG that has one of the largest collections of 
fine arts books (1600 titles) on the Sunshine Coast? Anyone can 
access this fabulous and broad ranging collection for reading and 
members may borrow books for up to three weeks with two pos-
sible renewals.

With over 500 hours of volunteer hours contributed, it was an 
exciting year for GPAG’s Library team with the completion of the 
library renovations in July and opening of the adjoining new read-
ing/arts lounge. With funding assistance from BC Arts Council, 
new professional library shelving, library standard cataloguing 
and collection accessories (including a proper rolling cart, sup-
plies cabinet, and online catalogue tablet) were purchased and 
installed. We also started a specially curated members’ art dis-
play. Special thanks to Jennifer Love, Evelyn Sloboda, Joan Fallis, 
Greg Ritchey, Mark Safioles and Stewart Stinson for planning, as-
sistance and installation during renovations.

Janet Ritchey
GPAG Librarian

The newly renovated GPAG Library (above)  
and reading/art lounge (below).



6

VOLUNTEER REPORT

GPAG’s volunteers continue to be the heart and soul of the Gallery. 
From key founders, Murray and Pat Drope, to our new fundraising 
committee members, front desk attendants, patchers n’ painters, 
installation gurus, graphic designers, gardener, and poster people, 
we count on our volunteers to keep the Gallery going strong. Over 
the past eight months, we’ve had several volunteer coordinators 
pitching in, with Del Lobo emerging as our steady new recruit. 
Thank you, Del, for keeping things running very smoothly. 

This year, member artist and front desk volunteer Ellen Heale 
launched GPAG’s very popular Tiny Art Gallery, a free exchange in 
the front window, as well as a feature space to sell tiny art. Thank 
you Ellen for this fine effort curating and making art accessible to 
all. Member artist and library volunteer Jennifer Love has also 
offered to curate and coordinate member art in the revamped 
library which will soon expand into the lounge. We are grateful for 
these additional volunteer-led opportunities to feature member 
and community artwork at GPAG. 

Hats off and many thanks to our amazing volunteers!

Christina Symons
Gallery Manager

(counter-clockwise): Our book sale was a success. Installation of 
Shout Out ran smoothly. Meet-the-artist events are fun. The 
Tiny Art Gallery is a hit.
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GET TO KNOW OUR BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Jeff Amiel has strong family roots on the Sunshine Coast and is 
the friendly owner of SWISH Boutique in lower Gibsons, a popular 
fashion shop he connected deeply with through his late wife Kim, 
when they first discovered it in 2012. When he’s not at the shop 
helping customers “Swishify” themselves, you might see Jeff, who 
is a former mechanic, up or down the Coast in his classic vintage 
blue Rambler. 

Carol Carr-Andersson (Vice-President) is a retired financial plan-
ner with BMO Bank of Montreal. Carol has been a supporter of 
GPAG since moving to Gibsons in 2006, and has acted as a Board 
advisor in the decision to move to the Gallery’s current location, 
the former Lower Gibsons BMO bank site. Carol joined the GPAG 
Board of Directors in October 2019.

Carol Doyle (Vice-President) has lived and owned several busi-
nesses in Gibsons since the 1990’s including Gift of the Eagle 
Gallery. She has a strong background in business, sales, arts and 
marketing and was previously executive director of the Kelowna 
District Arts Council. She also serves as Director on the Gibsons 
Landing Harbour Authority and has been active in the Gibsons 
Marine Rescue Society, Rotary Club, Gibsons Landing Business 
Association and Gibsons and District Chamber of Commerce.

Joan Fallis (Treasurer) is a retired CGA (now CPA) with 20 years in 
public practice and prior to that, 20 years in various accounting 
roles in private business. She joined GPAG as a reception volunteer 
in 2011 and has served as Treasurer since 2013 (as both a Board 
member and a regular member volunteer). Joan helped GPAG 
negotiate the purchase of our building, established a GPAG 
endowment with the Sunshine Coast Foundation, and helps with 
the management of the Eve Smart endowment, the cornerstone of 
the Gallery’s financial support.

Paula O’Brien has diplomas in Fine Arts from CEGEP John Abbott, 
Montreal and Goldsmiths College, London. With a strong back-
ground in textile arts, she has now embraced expressive palette 
knife oils and digital painting. Her artwork has been shown in solo 
shows at Sunshine Coast Art Centre (1992, 2009). She arranged 
two figurative art group exhibitions (2013, 2017) at GPAG and 
curated The Art of Loss (2018). She joined the Board in 2018 and 
her website and social media database skills have helped support 
the Gallery behind the scenes since 2012.

Stewart Stinson (Past President) has a Master of Arts in (Public 
Policy and Administration), a Bachelor of Arts (Canadian Studies) 
and employment experience with Citizenship & Immigration Canada 
and BC Environment, Lands & Parks. He has been a member of 
GPAG since 2007, had a solo exhibition of his paintings at the Gal-
lery in 2010, and served as President of the GPAG Board from 
2016-2019. He returned to the Board to help with the Curatorial 
Committee and help define the Gallery’s long-term governance 
and strategic planning.

Jesse Tanaka holds a Bachelor’s Degree of Business Administra-
tion from Langara College and a Diploma in Arts & Entertainment 
Management from Capilano University. He brings more than 
a decade of marketing agency experience serving some of the 
premier artists and arts & culture organizations in Canada. He is 
currently serving his second year on the GPAG Board.

Leslie Thomson (President) was born in Muscat, Sultanate of 
Oman, and attended boarding schools in Bangalore, Bombay, 
and Cambridge, England. His passion was flying, and he began 
his career as a pilot in 1990. After 20 years with Emirates’ flight 
and quality department, Leslie and his partner moved to Gibsons 
and opened More Café & Bakery that they continue to manage 
together. Leslie has been on the BOD since 2019 and continues to 
lead the Gallery as Board President. 

Shain Jackson exhibition view (June 2022)
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GPAG 
431 Marine Drive
PO BOX 1576
Gibsons, BC  V0N 1V0
Website: www.gpag.ca
e-mail: info@gpag.ca
TEL 604.886.0531
Gallery Hours:  Thurs - Mon, 11AM - 4PM
CLOSED TUES AND WEDS
REG. NON- PROFIT SOCIETY #S-46452

2021-22 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

PRESIDENT:  
Leslie Thomson

VICE PRESIDENTS:  
Carol Doyle and Carol Carr-Andersson

DIRECTORS:  
Paula O’Brien  
Maria Jones (to November 2022) 
Jesse Tanaka 
Stewart Stinson 
Jeff Amiel 

TREASURER:  
Joan Fallis

ADMINISTRATIVE TEAM

GALLERY MANAGER: Christina Symons
GALLERY ASSISTANT: Ingrid Hansen 
MEMBERSHIP COORDINATOR and BOOKKEEPER:
Susan Janzen
VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR: Del Lobo
GIFT SHOP MANAGER: RoseAnn Janzen
LIBRARIAN: Janet Ritchey
TINY ART GALLERY: Ellen Heale
GRAPHIC DESIGN: Derek von Essen
SOCIAL MEDIA: Ingrid Hansen, Christina Symons
WEBSITE: Paula O’Brien, Odette Hidalgo
CHARTERED ACCOUNTANT: Alvarez & Co.
CURATORIAL TEAM JURY: Denise Brown, Lesley Bullard, 
Paula O’Brien, Carol Doyle, Philippe Sokazo, Mike Tandy

Thank you to all who contribute to our public art gallery!

June 2 - July 3

meet the artist: Saturday June 4, 2-4pm

shain Jackson & Friends: Xwalacktun (rick harry), Ximiq (Dionne Paul), 
splashing eagle (aaron Nelson-moody), ray Natraoro, Chief Janice George, 
plus others.
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Please email us at info@gpag.ca 
with your ideas.


